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Ichihara City is an extensive municipality that boasts the largest land area of any city in Chiba Prefecture. The
north of the city is the location of one of the major petrochemical complexes in Japan, while a tranquil rural
landscape of wooded valleys extends across its central and southern areas. Ichihara is also rich in local resources,
including the historical heritage of Kazusa Kokubun-ji Temple and Kazusa Kokubunni-ji Temple ruins, which
speak of the eternal passing of time.

Among these local resources is the Tabuchi Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum (also known as “Chibanian” ) in the
Yoro River basin. This extremely precious geological formation was designated as a natural monument of Japan
on October 15, 2018, and enables the discernment of continuous traces of the most recent reversal of the earth’s
magnetic field, which occurred about 770,000 years ago.

On January 17, 2020, it was certified as a Global Boundary Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP) by the
International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), thereby giving birth to a new geological age, also called the
Chibanian.

For the first time in history, this wonderful achievement is the birth of a geologic age named after a location in
Japan. I demonstrate profound respect for the extraordinary efforts and enthusiasm of all the academics involved,
including the Chiba Section GSSP Proposal Team.

The Chibanian Golden Spike has been manufactured and donated by Fujisash Co., Ltd, whose production base is
located in Ichihara City. In addition, the city has received the full cooperation from those involved, including
academics, local residents, the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and the Chiba Prefectural Board of Education, in the
design and installation of the Golden Spike, which will serve as the indicator of the GSSP.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincerest gratitude to everyone who has given their assistance
over such a long period, from the certification of Chibanian to the installation of the Golden Spike.

Currently, along with protecting this precious geological formation and passing it on to future generations, in
order to work towards its active utilization as material for research and education, Ichihara City is progressing
with improvements to the environment for observing the Chibanian and its surroundings, in preparation for the
commencement of its offer for use in 2026.

I heartfelt wish that as many people as possible will know about the appeal of this geological formation, which is
worthy of global renown. We will do our utmost to ensure that, through the lingua franca “Chibanian”, this
location becomes a place where people from around the world gather to study and interact.

May 21, 2022
Joji Koide, Mayor of Ichihara City
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WEDEEM Importance of the Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum

Points that led to the Chiba Section becoming the world’s 74th GSSP
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Outcrop consisting of continuous marine deposit
Rich in microfossils
Distinct evidence of the geomagnetic reversal
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Established geochronology
International publication of research papers
Ease of observation of the geological formation

Ease of access
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Freedom of research
Guaranteed preservation for the future/
Designated as a natural monument

WEFREREE-ARKILKE
Byakubi tephra layer marking the boundary between the geologic ages
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October 2017: An organization affiliated to the city, the Committee for Considering the Preservation and Use of
the Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum in Ichihara City, is established.

November 2017: Application A passes the first review stage in the GSSP application process. Many visitors to the
site due to media coverage.

October 2018: Stairway to the riverbed and temporary car park established.

October 15, 2018: Designated as a natural monument of Japan. Protected as a geological formation with high
scientific value based on the Cultural Properties Protection Act.

November 2018: Passes the second review stage in the GSSP application process.

September 24, 2019: Regulations established regarding access for the gathering of samples, etc. at the Geomag-
netic Reversal Stratum in the Yoro River basin, Tabuchi, Ichihara City. Freedom of access guaranteed for the
gathering of samples by researchers.

November 2019: Passes the third review stage in the GSSP application process.

December 15, 2019: Chibanian Visitor Center opens.
January 17, 2020: Ratified as a GSSP.

FINZTLESf—t 82— GSSPABRNTREENIERR

Chibanian Visitor Center Special press conference with the City Mayor

when the stratum was recognized as a GSSP
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Ichihara Clty s Vision: Utilization and Maintenance for Preserving the Geomagnetic Rever
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In March 2020, plans were formulated for the preservation and
use of the Tabuchi Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum in the Yoro
River basin, Ichihara City, which is a natural monument of
Japan. In November of the same year, basic plans for establish-
ment were formulated. With the aim of preserving and utilizing
the Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum, these plans are steadily
being realized so that it can be inherited by future generations.

Going forward, alongside appropriate management for preserv-
ing this natural monument, based on these plans, it is anticipat-
ed that by promoting maintenance and utilization, the intrinsic
value of the Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum and the appeal of
the area will be conveyed to many people; affection for and pride
in the area will be brought about through the participation of
citizens and residents in maintenance management and opera-
tions; and various ripple effects will be produced through the
generation of interaction and activity involving a diverse range
of visitors, such as students, researchers, and tourists.

Guidance facilities and the Geomagnetic Reversal Stratum will
be linked by footpaths. As a place in which visitors can sense
the mysteries and magnificence of Planet Earth, and in order to
provide them with friendly learning opportunities, a viewing
environment is being established with the aim of being opened
in 2026.

Theme of the facilities: Feeling, learning, and sharing natural and cultural wonders

at the Chibanian Experience Field.

KRRV DIRTF L
[£53 - ZTHE<]

Preserving and passing on the natural monument

[Protect/Inherit]
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Learning and conveying its intrinsic value
[Learn/Convey]
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Generating activity and promoting interaction

with a diverse range of visitors
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Tourist attraction in the south of Ichihara City
[Grow]
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Southern area of Ichihara City
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Yoro River
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Guidance facilities

Parking lot
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Waterfall Plaza
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Geomagnetic Strat
Viewing Facility.
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B A—T)8— R Ichihara City’s mascot, Ossa-kun

Conceptual image of development at the Chibanian
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Conceptual image of zoning Image of displays at the Visitor Center
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